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THE MEXICAN WAR,

The resolutions referring the President’s message being
der consideration in Commitiee of the Whole on the state ol
the Union—

un- |

ly repress the embarrassment [ feel in rai-ing my voice for the |

rst time in this hall, surrounded s | am by the awembled
wisdom of the nation ; and but for the course this debate hos
taken within the last few days [ should have continued a silent
listensr. It is true | had intended ut o future time to make |
some comments on the subject of the tarifly, but I assure the
committee that until very recently nothing could have been
further from my thoughts than 1o meke a speech on the origin
and causes of Mexican war, and the condet of the Presi-
dent in relation to it. In truth, sir, | had discussed that sub- |
jeet so frequently previous to the late election in Marylund as
to persuado myu(‘;:t least that the President was 5o cl arly !
wrong in assuming the Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas, |
and the evidence so conclusive against him, that it must be re- |
garded aa a seitled question, scarcély open to farther debate. |

But the President in his recent mesange has again asserted, |
and in almost every paragragh subelantially repeated, that all |
the territory east of the Rio Grande belonged to Texas, and |
was included within her limits when admitted as a State inio |
our Union, and which he was therefore bound to defend. 1o
sustain this position, his friends on this fioor have since exert- |
ed all their zeal, and prominest amongst them my henorable |
friend and colleague, (Mr. McLave.) the other day, in a speech
of great ability, was its earnest and zealous advocate, But his
_rensoning, as 1 hope to show, wns based wpon an erroneons
view of the facts, which, being corrceted, his whole saperstruc-
ture of argument must fall.

In addition to this, sir, & distingaished Senator from Mary-
land, for whom 1 entertain the kindest personal regard and the
most profound respect, has recently advanedd opinions, in the
otter wing of this Capitol, tending to sastain the views of the

. President ; to which, however, ['should sw0t have deemed it
proper to allude had not his speech been already introduced
it this debate by my colleague, and thore paiticularly by the
gentleman fiom Indians, (Mr. Komixsox, ) as evidence of the
opinions of Maryland on this sulject. *

I'nder such circumstances [ feel it incumbent on me, as one
of the ﬁarrmnrllitu of that Siate, to say to this House that,
#o far a5 I am aothorizad to speak for her people, they enter-
tain a widely different opinion, and I am now bere to give the
reasons for the faith which is in us, And in reply to the
gectleman from Virginia, who has just taken his seat, (Mr.
Bepixasn,) who s0 kindly warped us of that whirlwind of
popular indignation which awaited us if we scrutinized too
severely the President’s conduct, let me assure that gentleman
that, in the district which I have the honor to represent, this
subjeet has been already-discussed, that whirdwind has already
arisen, and the first etfect of its fury was to send me here,
the first Whig save one, that ever represented that district in

od 10 the wmount of perhaps three mil'ions of dollars,  Gen.
| lackson, in Febroary, 1837, called the atiention of Congress |
| to ity and if Mexico should refuse, ufter one more effort, ro- |
| a-unn{ﬂl“ S yeprisals.”
| 1t to Congress,
| Congress refused even to authorize reprisals.  Afterwards,
| N
Mr. ROMAN rose and said : Mr. Chairman, I can searce- | o oo oforrad
| tion of the thue limited elaims were n\'ljllr-l.ﬂl to the mmount of
two millions snd twenty-six thousand dollurs.
to pay this by instalments, and did pay the first, second, and
third, but that which fell due in April, 1844, was not paid,
| and is still due, together with the subsequent instalments.

and is willing but unable to pay.

this ball.

Bat, sir, there is a preliminary question on which I desire
to remark ; and that is, how far it is consistent with true pa-
triotism for us to speak, freely and boldly, our real sentiments,
even though it be in terms of censure, respectibg the conduct
of the Pres.dent in relation to the Mexican war. He has de-
nownced it as *“ moral treason,” and it has been oft -repeated
by his friends in this hall that we must not breathe a word of
censure lest we give ** aid and comfort” 1o the enemies of our
country. Heaven forbid that I should subject myself to such
a charge. When my country, is at war [ know but two par-
ties—the one is my country the other is her enemy and mine.
1 would that her President should never err; snd if an approv-
ing resolution of this House would meke his conduct right it
should have my voie to-day. Or if it would convince the
world, and cause other nations and the impartial page of future
history to exempt my country from all blame, it would present
s strong inducement 1o violate that conscientious regard for
trath which | have ever made the guide of my life. Bat, sir,
the truth of the President’s position is a question of fact. The
evidence has been given 1o the world, and that great jury will
render its verdict accordingly, notwithstanling our resolves to
the contrary. It would, therefore, be the extreme of folly 10
shut our eyes to the truth, and then, because we cannot see,
like the ostrich, suppose ourse!ves hidden from all others.

Bat this novel doctrine of passive obelience, that a bold
and fearless expression of our opinions here is inconsistent
with patriotism, is one to which 1 can never subscribe. Tt is
an abandonment of our highest privilege, a dereliction of our
most sacred Juty. Our President is neither a Cmzar por a
Napolean.  He bad no right to expeet that his conduct woald
escape the severest seruting of a free people, jealous of their
liberties.  The right of free discussion undoubledly renders
our Government unfitied for & war of conquest, which is most
successfully waged by a despet ; aid that consideration should
have deterred him frofn commeneing it, wi hout the eonsent

Another ground on which the President and his friends on |
thi= floor have attempted o justify his conduct in relation to |
this war, is the claim for indemnity to our citizens for spolia-
tions upon pur commerce, It is true that Mexico was indebt-

Mr. Van Buren sgain submitted
mber 5th, 1837 ; but in Loth instances

tuted to pdjust the amount, and disputed
to the King of Piussia; befora the expira-

woere

Mexico agreed

I do not mean to raise the question whether Congress might
net have declared war fr such a cause, according to the law

|ur nations; but [ do not mean to asssert that the President |
could not do it, without rank freason to the constitution.

And I mean to say further, that [ will never vote to declare

ly to this House that I had done the President great injustice,
But, sir, on exemination of the constitution of 1'exas, I find
my colleague wholly mistaken in the fact. So far from affira-
ing, it repeals the act of 1836, being inconsi:teut with the
joint resolutions of anvexation. The first of these resolutions
15 us follows : -

doth eonsent that the tervitory pro

Texus muy be evected into a new State, to be called the State

of Texas, with a republican torm of ment, to be adopt-

wil by the. people of said republic, by tpntiu in convention as-

sembled, with the consent of the existing Government, in or«

't',rtr' that the same may be admitted 48 one of the States of this
non.

“* That the foregoing consent of’ Ccu‘rm is given upon the
condition that the said State be furmed aubjmﬁ to 1heluljuu-
ment by this Government of all questions of boundar ¥ that may
arise with other Governments,”

This condition obviously denies to Texas thoe right to define
any boundary, and reserves that question to Le adjusted by
this Government, Now the constitution of I'exas, under
which she was sdmitted as a State, contains this important
clause, vig:

* See. 3. All laws and parts of Jaws mow in force in the re«

war for the non payment of a debt, which the debtor admits,
Nor will I ever sanetion u
Ir

war eargied on solely and exclusively for such a purpose.

the question of suthorizing & war for such n cause were now |

presented to this House, I do not believe it would receive o
single vote. However that may be, my mind is made up ; |
disire no argument on the subject.” Other gentlemen may do
as they plense ; but as for mysell 1 will not do o,

Sir, lejll not do it, baeanse it is against the spirit of the

| age in which we live ; and Maryland, which [ have the hono

in part to represent, is at this moment deliberating on the pro
priety of abolishing even impris t for debt. T will not
do it, because € concar with General Jackson, who declared in
his message to Congreas on this subject, in Febroary, 1837,

“ erous nations, confiding in their strength, for injuries com
* mitted, if it can be honorably avoided.” I will not do if,
because [ represent in part the State of Marylend, who, al-
though she now stands proudly ercet dmongst the debt paying
nations of the carth, has been but too recently behind the day
in her paymonts ; and 1 have too vivid a recollection of her
humiltion to visit with war the spme fault in Mexico. | will
not do it, because our citizens had also claims upon France for
spoliations prior 10 1800.  Our Government by trealy released
France, and made jtself the debtor, yet they aro not paid to
this day.. And when Congress passed a law for their pay-
ment, President Polk vetoed it, because there was not money
in the Treasury. If such be a good excuse for us, I cannot
refuse it 1o Mexico. I will not do it, because it is worse than
the laws of ancient Greece, which authorized a creditor to sell
his debtor into elavery. I will not do it, because it is as bal
as the law of ancient Rome, which allowed a debtor to be
cut to pieces” and divided amongst his creditors ; both of
which have been condemned by all civilized nutions.  And,
finally, I will not do it, because I represent a generous, mag-
nanimcus, and christian people, who, if a debtor is willing to
pay, but cannot, would rather forgive him the dibt than to cut
his throat because he is 400 poor to pay.

But these were not in fact the true origin, the real causes of
the war. Sir, [ beiieve the true cause is found in the cele-
brated order of Jantary 13, 1848, by which the President di-
rected the army 1o march to the Rio Grande. Whether he
was justified in_giving this order most depend upon the ques-
tion whether the territory of Texas rightfully belinging to and
propetly includid within ber limits at the time of her admis-
sion into the Union extended to that river.  If it did, the Pre-
sident was hound to protect it; if it did not, he had no right 1o
invade it.  This, then, is the inquiry, and, as I have said, it
is a question of fuef. The evidence is chiefly documentary,
and by soch evidence, together with the admissions of the
President, [ propose to prove :

. That the valley of the Rio Grande, on the east side or lefi
bauk of that river, was territory belonging to Mexico, to which
Texes had no claim, over which she had never exercised ju-

long to her, or included by the joint resolutions of annexation;
and the evilence of this was chiefly in the President’s pos-
s28sion.

Before I proceed to the proofs, a brief description of the cha-
racter and location of that section of country may be useful.

Texas has not been denied, and I concede that, since her re-
volution in 1836, she has held and occupied the valley on both
sides—Corpus Christi, and perhaps other settlemen s belong-
ing to Texas, being ou the western side, or right bunk, of that
river, y

After leaving the valley of the Nueces we come upon a vast
arid desert, which has been by some means sumamed *¢ that
stupendous desert,” and which is about ope hundred and fifty
miles wide  This desert has not been oceupied by either na-
tion, being unfitted for the habitation of man. Afier crossing
this desert we come upon the valley of the Rio (irande, which
is the disputed ground. 'The east side or left bank of that
river is al many points a wide, and, I believe, a fertile valley,
and contains twenty -wix towns ard villages, of sufficient mag

of Congress. The fact that he has placed himself in such o
position shall never be adinitted s a reas'n why we should
abandon our rights as a_eo-ordinate branch of the Govern-
ment, and nur duty to those we represent. He ought to have
known, and he must be made to know, that Le is but a co-
ordinate branch, and thit Congress is exclusively the war-
making power ; and I trust every member on this floor will
speak his sentiments, whether in praise or censure, with that
independence becoming the representative of a free people.

Where will such a doctrine lead ' The President and his

friends are manifestly indulging the mad project of subjugat-
ing and annexing all Mexico ; or if be adopts the suggestion
of my colleague, he will conquer, for the purpose of ** giving
moral and physical strength 1o the people and institutions of
that portion of the American continent.” But, if we forbear
to censure, will he stop there ’ . SBurely not.  Having so kind-
Iy aided Mexico in establishing free institutions, you cannot
refuse the boon of your cannon aud your swords to Central
America for the same purpose. She is infinitely worse gov-
erned than ever Mexico has been, and humanity and philan-
thropy will alike demand that you should cut their threats “to
give moral and physical strength to her people and institu-
tions.”  And yet the lip of censure in this hall must be her-
mrlical}y_ sealed, lest we give *“aid and comfort " to the
enemy.

Aguin.  Our pext Presideut may be a Northern Demoerat
without ** Southern feeling,” and deeming it ** his destiny ™
to extend the arca of anti-slave territory, and ** 1o give moral
and physical life to the prople of the Chnadas,” may order an
army across the 5. Lawrence. War will certainly ensue ;
and when meniced by the rour of the British lion, gentlemen
on the other side would denounce it as renk freason to give
* gid and comion™ to an eoemy so powerful, Not a word
of complaint chuld be permivted, the breath of censure must
be hushed until we should conyuer * an honorable penee, "
But where would be our constitution *  Where our libertjes *
Broken—lost—sunk in the veriest dexputism,

Gentlemen on the ollier side call upon us to stand by our
country, for an enemy is in the il Sir, 1 ”"—"I'f---'a"--- the
feeli tri of my heart is as ardent an s pure

os theirs. And I reciprocate the call. 1 cull apon them to
stand by our country in this the hour of her greates peril.
We concar in fecling, but differ as to the eoemy.  They Ay
it is Mexico, Sir, when was Moexico an enemy dangerous 11;
our safety * Jtis true it has coat us much biood ) connper
her ; but if we bad let her alone, as we should have (e, ua
an enemy, she was, and iz, and ever must be bonesh g
contempt.  The enemy which I dread is much more 140
gerous to our constitwtion.  The wise patriarchs of vur coop-
iry have enjoined on us the sacred duty of restraining rych
branch of the Government within its own legitimate « .y,

% the only safeguard of our free institutions. And Il
upon gentlemen to stand by our country, for a far more lag.
gerous enemy than Mexico is now at oor doors.  The Fe-
culive braneh of the Government is fast swallowing up he

mhru‘_ The legislative power in nullified by his abwolute |
veto. The President has waged a war which Congress never |
declared, the objects whereol are only known o himself |

His will has usurped the place of the constitution and the law
and he now wiclds a power which causes the dignity and au-
thority of Congress to tremble to its founJation. I call upn
them to mngd Iy
bicon.” The cimstitation demands our vigilance.

But wherefure should we restrain our speech ' The limit
of Texas ix a yuestion of fact, and, ns« such, it was decided
in the other ond of this Capitol adversely 1o the position now
assumed by the President, before he was elected.  The re.
Jeetion “1[ the Tsler ey, in effect, decided that the Rio
Grande ‘was not the Loundary of Texas—that her terit "y
did not extend ta that i The President has now chosen
the opposite ground.
dent must be wrong.  Meico knew of that decision long be-
_fme the war commenced,  Wo cannot now recall or change
it. _ll’d‘w ean detive ail 4 ) comfort from such a cause, she
has it ‘l"""’,_- and 1o aet of yars can add 1o or diminish tho
'h‘n:l:‘-:hr:‘; II"I; produced, | sincertly believed the Renate
was [ ] AYE W0 N0 oy " Wi
oo o T e o St use to change that opinion,

ef,

Gentlemen on the other ride 1,uve contended, and 186 un- |

derstood my colleague, (Mr. M1, vxr,) that war was the ro-
#ult of the annexation of Texa. But suel is not the faet.
Although Mexieo reealled her migiue t, ond talked of war,
yet, when first applied 1o, slie consented to rocoive 8 “ram-
missioner” Lo adjust that difficolty 1y troaty 1 and Ber minia-
ter, in a letter to our conwil, Mr. fiack, dated October 31,
1846, informed {himh" that the Government of Mexico had

. given its orders for the purpose of wuspendin o
Sility wguint the United & i s i b
wive, awniting the issue of the proposed negotiation,”

AL this period Texas was annexed, Lyt war did not exist
Has Mezico performed her pledge * | regrot o say we never
BAYe her the opportunity.  No ““comuiissioner” was over
sent. The President sont & ““ministr," which was not
within the terms of her agreement. And ngain : the War

t, in its letter to Gen. Taylor, Joly 8, 1845, in-
stracted him to avoid any aet of aggreesion ae long as the re.
Iations of peace continue. T urge thess ficts ne conclusive
that the nations were still at peace, and were so regarded by
the President.

our cointry—*¢ Cresar has crossed the Ru- |

If that deelsion was right, tse Presi. |

States, and livita jtsell to the defen.

uitele to be deemed worthy of being designated by name up

which T'aos has a populution of 2,000, Hanta Fe 5,000, Al-
buquergue 5,000, and others of intermediate size, but in the

towns on the lefl or cast bank are not numerous—Santiagn,
Point Isabel, Loredo, and some others being the p-incijal.
But higher up the river it is densely populated, and the map
which I hold 1o my hand is thickly dotied with towns and il-
lages. I have taken some pains 10 ascertain the entire pyju-
lation on this dispuled ground, and, as nearly as I can esti-

a population larger than thut of any Congressional district re-
presented on this floor.  Aund, sir, it is & sfrange fuc? that, in
this nineteenth century, in this age of travellers and book-
this wide-spread republic should have been convulsed, as they
spetting the true characteristics of such a numerous, civilizod,

whom they looked for proteetion ; 1o whom they acknowledged
allegianee ; whether Mexico or T'exas, as sovereign de furto,

remarkable fact that such a guestion should be still debated by

dnﬂll:tl?l qug-liun. 'r!ul these peaple were Mexicans, wmder
the jurisdiction of Mexico, I regard as a fixed and settied fsct.

*that war should not be used as a remedy by’ just and gen |

risliction, and 'which was not understood hy Congress to be- |

That the Nueces was the ancient boundary of the provinee of

oh a recent map of that country witich is now before me ; of

larger proportion of them the number of their population is
not marked.  For the first two hundred miles up the river the

male, it contains about 100,000 souls, exclusive of Indians—

makers, of railroads and telegraphs, the rulers and people of
bave been for more than a year, by doubts and discussions re-

and christian people—to what Government they bélonged : to

gave laws to and exercised jurisdiction over them ; and a more

the President and the Rapresentatives of the people as one in-
valved in continued and hopeless obscurity. ~ Sir, it is not a

| publie of Texus, which nre not re nt to the coustitution of
| the United § , the joint resolutions for annexing Texas to
| the United States, or to the provisions of Lisis constitution, shall
vontinue and remain in force as the laws of this State until
| they ElEiN by their own limitation, or shall be altered or re-
| peuled by the Legislature thereofl”
| Thus, you perceive, this constitution affirms such laws only
| as are not inconsistent with the joint resolutions of snnexation,
| and, by necessary implication, repeals all such us are inconsis-
tent.  The et of Congress of 1838, which dofines the Rio
Grande os the houndary, is clearly inconsistent with the joint
1esolutions, and is therefore repealed, 1 thank my colleague
| for alluding to this constitution, for it utterly destroys all pre-
tence of claim on the pait of T'exas, under her act of 1836,
which get has Litherto been put forward by the President as

the leading fsct in his defence.

Do not understand me 1o i Qm,' collopgue the inten-
tion to mislead. On the contrary, I have no doubl he was
misled by a foo credulous reliance on the statements in the
President's messnge, which, on examination since, I find as-
gerts the same pogition, but which had previously escaped my
notice.

And now, having shown the pretended teeaty to be null
and void, and the Texan nct of Congress ropealed, what fur-
ther evidence has been adduced by the President and his friends
to sustain the extended cluims for Texas’ ‘There is none,
there can be none, except her revolutionary title by conquest.
T'o sustain this title she must show an actusl possession, or
the exercise of jurisdiction. And my collcague states truly,
that so far as the people west of the Nucces parlicipated in
her revolution, and have since acknowlidged the Government
of Texas, so far can she claim fitle hy conquest, And | have
assumed the task of proving that Texas never had ion
‘or jurisdiction in the valley of the Rio Grande, nor did its
people scknowledge her as their sovereign. Itis true that
General Rusk once marehed into the town of Loredo, on the |
bank of that river, (the inhabitants making no reeistance,) |
passed over the river, fought the Mexicans at Mier, returned |
td Loredo, dnd, after remaining in all about one week, came ]
bank to the Nueces. But the inhalit ints never ch

ged their |
allegiance, nor has Texas at any tine since pretended to ex- _
ercige jurisdiction over them. Excepting this one instance, 1 |
cannot discover that ‘I'éxas ever had possession of any point
on the Rio Grande. There is no other town in which the
Texan flag was ever given o the Lreeze, and in very few did
any Texan ever sel his foot, except as u prisoner of war. Sir,
I might quote many passages from the lotters of Major Denel-
son, our Chargé to Texas, proving this fact. He says : Texas
holds Corpus Christi, Mexico holds Santingo, Texas has, at
times, possessed Loredo, &e. but above the line of New Mex-
ico there has been no *‘oecupuney” by Texas.

I might also refer to the letter from the War Department to
Gen. Taylor, as follows :

“Wan DerantyesT, Junr 8, 1845,

“ Sy : This Department is informel that Mexico has sbme
militury establishments on the east side of the Rio Grande,
which are, snd for some time time lave been, in the actual
oceupancy of her troops. Tn earrying out the instructions here-
tofore received you will be earciul to uvoid any acts of »
sion, nnless an wctual state of war should exist. The Mexiean
forees at the posts in their possession, and which have been so,
will not be disturbed so long us the relitions of peace between
the United States and Mexico continue, ™

& “ WM. L. MARCY,

“ Brig. Gen, Z. TarLon,”

Hero the Secretary of War admits that Mexieo had military
establishments, garrisoned by her troops, on the east side of
the river. Is this consistent with the possession of Texas by
conquest '  This letter is also full poof that there were no
Texans there, for there never has bLeen o period since their
revolution when a Texan would dare w reside under the gans
of a Mexican garrison.

But, sir, [ have much stronger proof than this. When
Gen, T'aylor, in marching to the Rio Grande, approached Point
Isabel, he was ndet by the Prefect, or Gosernor of the Siate
of Tamaulipas, who protested against the invasion, in-isting
that it was no part of Texns, nor had his people any eonnexion
with the Texan revolution or annexstion. [le said they had
alwaye been attached to Mexico, and woull never consent to
dissulve or change their alleginnce. Gen. Taylor's orders re-
quired him to advance, and the people sei fire to their dwel-
[ lings and fled beyoud the Rio Grande. Vet the President
| neserta that these were Texan citizens, wihin ber rightful
| limits. A marvellous ‘act ! inexplicable eonluct ! that citizens
[ of the Btate of Texas, just admitted into e Union at their
own request, should fire their dwellings «t the approach of
our stripes and stars, and fly for protectio.—to whom? To
Mexico, which, my eolleague says, had st that very time
declarod war against us. Can there be s Joubt that these
wers Mexicans ;

Again : when Kendall ond his fellow jrsoners were con-
fined for months if not years in Banta Fe, 10 whom did our
Goverament apply for their release ? T Texns? No. We
negotiated with Mexico, and Mexico releas) them, Yet the
President affirms that Santa Fe was witlin the repablic of
Texas.

The joint resolutions of annexation lefi the boundary an
open question ; and that Congress did it regard the east
valley of the Ris Grando as forming part of Texas, is evi-
dent from the history of that measure. e rejoction of the
Tyler treaty is conclusive of the question [t was construed
to adopt the Rio Grande as the boundary, wnd fur that reason
| was rejected.  In the debate upon it the distinguished Senn-
l1.ur from Missouri, (Mr. Bexrow,) the p«t of the Adminis-

tration, and whom it vainly endeavored 1 muke Lieutenant

nd now for the proofs.  And, first, 1 will

signed "Eys“““' Anna in 1836, when a prisoner of war in
Texas, which he acknowledged her independence, with
the Rio Grande as her boundary. That paper reads thus -
““That the President Sants Auna, in his official charse!
chief of the Mexicun nation, und the Generals Don Vineente
Filisola, Don Jose Urres, Don J onquin Ramires ¥ Segun, and

ledge, sanetion, and ratify the full, entire, and perfeet jude.
pendenee of the Republic of Texas, with such boundarics na
are hereafter set forth and agreed apon for the same. And
they do solemaly and respectively pledge themselves, with ol
their personul and official miributes, to proeure, without e
lay, the finul and eomplete rutification and eonfirmation of this

mate Government of Mexico, by the ineorporation of e sume
into a solemn and perpetoal treaty of amity and eommerce, to
be negotiated with that Governmont at the eity of Mexien, by

Texns for this high putpose
I pase over the fact, obvious on the fice of that paper, that
it does not even profe:s tobe a *“ freafy,” buta mere © pledge”
| on the part of Santa Anna to procute the eonfirmntion of that
“agreement” by the Government of Meszico. Nor will | rely
{ upon the fact that Santa Auna had no power 10 make n trea-
iv, not being the treaty-making power—both which are fatal
onections to it Nor will I dwell upon the faet that General
Inckeon, in his letter to Banta Anna in 1536, did not even
| vall it w treaty, but anagreement.  But T 4y insist that, be it
| treaty or bs it contract, it was null and voil, heosuse obtained
by **duresse.” Santa Anna was a prisone: of war ; he had
llernative bat to sign - that agreement or (s his head, and

(o liwyer who hears me can for a moment doubt that, if a
coutract obtsined under such circumstances were brought be-
« Cagitol, the

1o siatement of the facts would procure the unanimouns de-

‘ore the Supreme Court, now in session i 1}

twion of that tribanal that it was nall and void,

pont I puss vver the faet that Judge Ellis, who wos Presiden
passed the law, stated that ** the boundaries were fixed solely

the Putomae no longer her boundary, but the James river,

ronder ber juriadietion over it
ar this aet of Congress was to establish that of Texas.

| rovered o new fact, which he thinks ** sottles tlie question a!
oue.”  He sayn :

tht wun sdmitted, with a constitution alresdy formed, affirm-
g the declarntory statates which defined the boundary west
{0 the Ris Grande ; snd with such boundary she was admitted
u Statevoto the Union, ™

|!'-hﬂ!.
this wubject I had never seen of hoard such a triamphant

those |
adduced to sustain the views of the President and the claia of
Texas. Prominent amongst these is the famous ** /r/ iy”

Daon Antonio Gaona, as chiefs of armics, do solemnly acknow- |

s and all the purts thereof, by the proper and legiti- |

ministers plenipotentiary 1o he doputed by the Governent of

The next evidence adduced is the Texan act of Congress of
1330, declaving the Rio Grande to be her boundary. On this

ot the Texan Convention, and member of that Cungress which

| an T professedly with a view of baving a lurge margin in the
Ao tistion with Mexico, and not with the expectation of re-
tarming them,” Bot T will ask my eolleague if the Legisla-
| ture of Maryland, now in session, should s o law declaring

whethor such a law would give Maryland any title 1o the in-
lervening territory, or whether Vieginin woull therefore sur-
ot I afficin thit such a$w
would b just aw effsctanl in fixing the boundary of Maryland

| My honorable colleague (Mr. MeLaxt) has, however, dis-

A refarence to this aet of admission of e Siate of Texas
Deoemnbior 20, 1848) will show that it was the State of Texas

I confess, sir, | heard that statement with great surprise,
that such an impaortant fact whould have Leon antil'.l’ over-
Ini nll the discussions and sewspaper controversios on

filication of the President. T at once determined, if it could
le shown that Texas was admitted as a Stae, * with & boun-
dury defined,” and that boundary **the Rio Girande,” T would,
ot leart, practice the virwe of magnanimity, by declaring open-

General, to command the®hero of Buena Viaw, doclared that
to extend our jurisdietion to the Rio Gran e would be an act of
unparalieled outrage and direct aggressionopon Mexico ; and
the Hon. Silas Wright, that great nonherq light of Demo-
cracy, voted agninst it becouse “*it emliriced g country to
which Texas had no claim, over which s+ had never assert-
ed jurisdiction, and which she had no riht 1 cede.” The
Democratic Senate affirmed these views, and rejected the
treaty by the decisive vote of 35 to 16,

And, in this House, the honorable gori'oman from Penn-
sylvania, (Mr, C. J. Ivernsors,) then chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Relations, and who reported those re-
solutions, in his able speech in their suppor designates ¢ that
stupendous desert” between the Nuoeces 1id the Rio Grande
as the boundary of Texas. He says, “‘tiore cnds the valley
| of the West, there Mexico begins."”

This evidence might be deemed suffi-cnt to indicate the
views of Congress respecting the limits of T'exas. But [ stop
not here. A siill stronger Blustestion is fund in the
of an act at the ssme session with the f\llowing title: ** An
act allowing drawback on foreign merchandise ex i in
the original packeges to Chihuahua and Senta Fe, in Mexi-
e, &ee.

Burely no comment can be necessary on sudh a fact.  The
same Congress which thus recoguised Santy Fo nsin Mexico,
| FI"’“M not be understood to annex it u within the territory of |
| exns,
| There ia still one further proof, which neither the Preat- |
dent nor his friends can resist: for [ sy to him in the Jan- |
guage of Seriptare, **out of thine vwn mouth will 1 judge !
thee.,” His own admissions benr witness that even he did |
not regard the east bank of the Rii Grande, including Santa
Fe, as under the jurisdiction of Tevas ¢ for, if it were, how |
could he make such n matement o the following, which 1|
rond from his message of December, 1846 ; *¢ By rapid move- |
menis the province of New Mexico, with Santa Fe, ite capi- |
tal, has been eaptured without bloolhed.” And he goes on |
to way that he has exercised the right of a conquernr— |

“ By the establishment of temporary Governments in some
of the conquered provinecs in Mevico, In the provinees of
New Mexieo nnd the Californius lLitle if any further resist-
anee is apprehended from-he inhsants to tempory Gov- |
ernments which have thus, from the econity of esse, and no- |
eording 1o the lnws of war, been couablished,” * * * |

“ 1 congratulate you on the succoss which has thus sttended |
oor military and naval operations. [y Jess than seven ronths |
alter Mexieo eommenced hostilitio:, 4t & time seleeted by her-
self, we have taken posseasion of 1y of her prineipal ports,
driven back and purived her invidiig army, and aeqoived mi- |

litary possession of the Méxiean ;rovinoes of New Merico, |
New Leon, Conhnila, Twmanliges, sl the Californian * * * .
“ Well may the Ameriean peple be d of the energy |

and gallantryof our regular and volo,teer officers and soldiers, »

Waonderful subject of congratulition! Jrresistible proof of |
the gallantry and bravery of o troops ! By rapid move- |
mente th y have eaptared Santu I, which, being east of the
Rio Grande, sccording to the sam, mesuage is withio the lim- |
its of Texas

By what right did he eapture 4 city within the limits of a |
sovercign Stats of this Unjon Uy what right did be take
military possession of New Meyi,
our protection ? By what right il he, * as conqueror,” es- |
I‘I::Iinh a urnpumryhliorrrnmm: within the limits of Texas’

hy, wir, us to the gallantry and of the ex he
might, with a small «.rul'.fu'ilffnul'a-.t:n“'f Ja.v-""h‘:r,n marched mh |
my disteiot and captured the (v of Froderick, or Hagers- |
town, or Camberland, and it woild have formed jost as fit o |

bject for ** congratulation” as (he eaplure of Santa Fe, if
the Rio Grande be the boundury of Texas.

I fear these new dostrines of the President will unsetile all

* That Confmu y
included] within and righttully belonging to the republic of | gition

| quest, and [ trost lllld!l!

our early notions of geography. He has uered New
Mexico as a foreign country, and admits its capital is Santa
Fe, but which, 'hcb‘udnrtlu Rio Grande, to Tex-

su to the jurisdiction of snother; yet such is the absur-
dity in whick the President is inextricably involved by hin po-
is boundary—he is contradicted by almost

right, under the constitulion, to order the army bey
limits ; and if I bave succecded in that these did not
extend to the Rio Grade, it follows, as a corollary, that in or-
dm the army to that river he was guilty of an unconstifu-
ti uet, A

Sir, I believe in that orderis to be found ' the true origin,
the renl cau<e of this war, in which our country is so unfor-
tanately involved. But for that order the Goddess of Peace
would Lnnm shed ber smiles upon us; und on its athor's
head must rest the responsibility.

My colleague (Mr. McLaxx) justifies this order of the Pre-
sident because Mexico had refused Lo receive our minister,
who was sent with the olive bisnch.  This stlempt to justify
admits the valley of the Rio Grande to be Mexican territory,
for if it belonged to Texas no justification was necessury.
And he must be hard pressed for a justification when he re-
lies upon a fact not then known to exist. 'What evidence had
the Executive st that time 1hat Mexico had refused to receive
our minister ?  There was nothing to show he had arrived
there.  On the 20ih January, 1846, seven days after the or-
der wans given, the Secretary of State acknowledged the re-
ceipt of two letters from Mr, Slidell, dated November 30th
and December 17th, the first stating his arrival at Vera Cruz,
the second his arrival in Mexico, True, those lotters may
have*been received before the 13th and not lcknanled*ed un-
til the 20th ; but if they were, what do they prove! Not
that he. had been rejected—the last letter (December 17) sta-
ted that he'had sobmitted his ¢redentinls, and was informed
they must be laid before the Council, of whose decision he
would be potified, He further states that the refusal ** to re-
ceive him as minisler was a possible and perhaps a probable
event ;" and in fact he was not finally rejected till the 12th
March, two months after the order was given. The only
knowledge which the Presient then possessed was the possi-
bility, or perhaps probability, that Mexico would refuse him
as mienisier, ond is clearly no justification for invading her
territory,  Sir, it is true he sent the olive braneh with one
hand, but with the other he sent the sword.

But my colleague (Mr. McLaxw) has endeavored to shield
the President snd shift the responsibility of this futel order,

| by stating that it was given in consequence of the advice of

Gen. Taylor. But, sir, heis not sustained by the facts. He
does manifest injustice to that gallunt officer. This charge
was stereotyped through almost every county in Maryland
previons to the late election by a distinguished political orator
of that State. I refuted it then in my district, and cannot in
silence permit its repetition here. [ thauk my colleague for
his mented eulogy of Gen. Taylor, but, in his bebalf, must
decline the fonor of being the author or adviser of that move-
ment. Under what circumstances was that advice given ?
Why, sir, not until afier Mr. Bancroft wrote to him June 15,
1845, as follows :

**The point of your ultimate destination is the western fron-

| By -
| tier ol Texas, where you will select and oecupy, on or pear

the Rtio Grande del Norte, such « site as will consist with the
health of the troops, and to proteet what, in the event of an-
nexation, will be our western border.” el

Aguin, July 30, 1845, the Department wrote to bim—

1t is expected that, in selecting the establishment for your
troops, you will approach as near the boundary line, the Rio
Grande, as prudence will dietate.” -

Notwithstanding these instructions, Gen. Taylor, on the
15th of Augus', eneamped at Corpus Christi, on the Nueces ;
and not until the 4th of October, nearly four months after the
first order was given, did he reply toit. In his letter to the Des
partment of that date, after reciting the instructions of June
16 and July 30, he says : -

St is with great de*:ence that I make any suggestions on
topies which may become matter of delicate negotiation ; but
il our Government, in settling the question of boundary,
makes the line of the Rio Grawle an ultimatam, I eannot
doubt the settlement will be greatly fucilitated by our taking
possession ut once of one or two suitable points on or quite
near that river,” . " . .

“* Mexieo having as yet made oo actual declaration of war,
or committed any overt act of hostility, 1 do not feel at liber-
ty, under my instructions, particularly those ol July the Sth,
to make a forward movement to the Rio Grande without au-
thority from the War, Departiment.”

Itis obvious from this eorrespondence that Gen. Taylor
never originated or adwised this movement. He said nothing

of it till months after he had been twice informed his ultimate |

destinaiion was the Rio Grande ; and even then he only con-
cury in the policy of such a movement, under the proviso of
that river being made the ultimatum. He manifestly regard-
od it a8 likely to interfere with *¢ delicate negotintion,” and
therefore the instructions [ have rend were deemed insafficient ;
and he required further authority from the Department.  Sir,
Gen. Taylor is in nowise responmble for that order. The
Administration eannot shicll nsell ynder his advice, because
it was only given subject 1o the proviso that the Rio Grande
was to be 1 on as our ultimatum.

But that is the very ground of our complaint. The Presi-
dent had no right to decide in advance that the Rio Giande
would be our western border. He had no right to insist on
such an ultimaium at the bazard of war. The joint resolu

tions gave him nosuch authority. They only authorized bim |

to negotiate : and a novil mode of negotiation he adopred—

ook possession 1o the extremest limits claimed, and said 1o

Mexico, We'll negotiate, but if you dispute this fine, we'll

whip you. If England had adopted such a mode in the Ore-
treaty, war must have ensued.,

Our President rode into power on the cry of the whole: of
Oregon, and insis'ed on our title to 54° 40/ as clear and un-
questionable ; but when the British lion growled he prodently
advised with the Sena‘e, and accepted the parallel of 249, to
the greatdispleasure of many of his friends.  And it imay be
that he supposed, if he could pegotinte with a steong hand
for a slice of Mexico, it would make up the loss and satisfy
his friends ; and if a Jiff//e war ensued, it was no objection, as
it might encircle his Administration with a blaze of military
glory. 1do not charge this upon the President ; all [ mean
to say is, that his conduct was well adapted to promote a

quarrel with Mexico, and certainly creates a strong suspicion |

that he was not so desirous of
world believe.

Mr. McLase. Will my colleague allow me to ask him
whether the econstitution of Texas does not define the Rio
Grande o8 its Western boundary !

Mr. Roxaw, (wiih other voiees.) No.

Mr. McLaxg. Then how could the parallel of 36° 307,
mentioned in the joint resolutions, apply to the territory of
Texas, which would fall below that line, unless the Rio Grande
were the boundary ’

Mr. Roman. | have not examined the map as to that ques-
tion, but [ presume that parallel was inserted in the joint re-
solutions merely to guard the question of slavery, in case terri-
tory ehould be acquired above that line, it being uncertain
what line might be established by negotiation.

I have said the President's conduet, whether so intended or
not, was well adapted to produce war ; and, s if to furnish
Gen. Taylor with *a foeman worthy of his steel,” whilst
with one‘hand he sont him into Mexico at the head of an
American army, with the other he permitted Bants Anna's
retarn to that country—the only, man who could harmenize
her distracted councils, and the only General who eould lead
her armies into the ficll. Well, sir, Santa Anna raised an
army of twenty thousand, which, in all probability, never
would have boen raised but for his presence. He met Gen.
Taylor at Buena Vida ; they fought, and Gen. Taylor, tohe
astonishment of the worll, was vietorious. In that, like
every other field, he wos enabled to say, **veni, vidi, viei "
But oh, tell it notin Gath ! the very day, or at least the same
woek, in which he achieved that glorious victory, a tyrant

peace as he would have the

[ majority of the President’s friends in hie hall were engaged

in strangling the expression of publie gratitude in a resolution
of thanks to the old hero who had thus * filled the measure of
hiscovntry’s milita y glory.” Yes, sir, thatmeed of praise, that
laurel wreath, was refused tothe biow of Gen. Taylor which had
never before been denied to any officer above a subaltern who
had in the least distinguished hinwelf on the battle-fiell. And
why ’  For what reason was it refused 7 Sir, [ ean conecive
of no other renson than beeause every southern breeze from
the scone of war bore on its wings the name of Gen. Taylor
s a candidate for the Presidency, which was echosd from lip
loI‘iEuntil it came rushing like u fire in the piairie, and threat-
ened to oversprend the whole country. Our terrified Presi-
dent saw **the ghost of Banquo™ ricing to seat itsell Ink
chair, and straightway the order was passed *to put

down.” But Banquo's ghost would ne! down st their bid-

g

the side of the Gulf, she insisted upon the Nueces as her
boundary, but, having nothing of the least value to her on that

;im, lm ?whn;ﬁuiij] accepted that slupendous
esert it had been . B

The President us bie ultimatuns, the Rio Grande
up to the line of New Mexico ; thence beyond that river, in-
cluding New Mexico nnd the Californias, which were to bo
ceded (o us. )

I waive the inquiry, how fir it consisis with the magna-
nimity and trae honor of a grent and powgrful nation to wrest
by the sword from a weak ucighbor a portion of her territory,
not because I am insensible to the question, but because such
considerations have little weight with thuse who are bent on
conquest. But assuming the fact that Mexico is conquered,
and we have the power to hold military possession of an t
of her territory we may desire, | propose to show that, 1
the Jeast disposition to give aid and comfort to Mexico, but look-
ing solely to our own intercet, we ought not to desirg the
boundary demanded by the President ; and our real welfare
would forbid the aceeptance of New Mexico were it offered as
gift.

In lﬂf:lflll‘ boundaries it has always been regarded of the
tmost importance to make them conform, os far as possible,
to the natural or geographical divisions of the country
obtain the most formidable barrier which the case will admit,
the belter to secure the harmony of both, and to avoid those
border collisions which have so often disturbed the peace of
nations. A river like the Rio Grande, not wider than the
Potomae, is not a degirable boundsry belween nations so dis-
similar in color, in lineage, in language, in laws, and in their
religion, and also deeply imbued with a deddly hate arising
from this war,, which must continue to exist for a century to
cqge. ' Denscly seitled on both bunks, und easily fordable,
it is not a sufllicient barrier to prevent those endless collisions
which mustso frequently arise. One wrong, or fancied wrong,
begets retaliation, which, in turn, must be revenged. Hence
ant:iordﬂ.-_ :::lr, the worst and ml:;:t cr}lzl‘ of uol:;.::. will ensue,
and be to the peace of both. The m line beyond
the river is a mere ideal surveyor's line, and of course duyubly
objectionable.

The boundary which I would suggest is a line commencin,
on the Gulf at the Arroyv Culomduo‘feor centre of that “mls-
pendous desert” between the Nueces and the Rio Grande,
and running by a straight line to the intersection of (he thirty-
second degree of latitude with thetwenty-fifih degree of longi-
tude west Trom this Cupitol : thenes bearing west of north
and dividing the waters of the Rio Grande from those which
flow eastwardly to the Gulf, 1o the thirty-seventh degree of
Intitude; thence with that parallel to she Pacific acean. This
desert is the true geographical division, a gigantic barrier,
which, ever since the purchase of Louisiana, has been ro-
garded by our iisest statesmen as the true boundary between
the two nations most advantageous to both, and is recom-
mended by a weight of authority entitled to our most serious
consideration, and which ought not to be disregarded. As
early as 1803, Mr. Jeflerson, then President, endeavored to
obtain it. Ip 1806, the House of Represtniatives requested
him to secyre it if possible. In 1816, Mr. Madison again
made the sttempt.  In 1818, Mr, Monrce tried it, with no
better sugeess.  And to show that o desert was then deemed
important, [ refer to a passage from the p ition made by
our minister at Madrid :

“1 now propose that the desert, which is to form this bar-
rier, be of thirty lengues breadth, that is, fifteen leagues on
the right bauk and fi leagues on the lett bank of the Colo-
rado, and extend ng in length, from the mouth of that river,
us high up towards 1ts source as the 32 deg. of north latitude ;
within the desert no person shall be admitted to settle or es-
tablish themselves.  And each party may establish military

sto on its own portion of the desert, for the purpose of keep-
ing off intruders und settlers of every kind,”—i State Papers,
P 592,

Again, in 1829, President Jackson, through Mr. Van Bu-
ren, Secretary of State, instructed Mr. Poinsett, our minister
to Mexico, if possible, to purchase Texas ; and in his leiter,
particularly describes the line, or boundary, which is regard-
ed as the most desirable to us, and which is to run *‘in the
centre'of the desert or grand prairie which lies west of the
Rio Nueces, and is represented to be nearly two hundred
miles in width, and to extend north to the mountains.” This,
sir, is substantiully the line I have suggested, and Mr. Van
Hurén presents strong arguments in its favor. He says :

“ Without such & boundury, it is impossible to prevent that
frontier from becoming the seat of an extensive system of
smuggliog, alike injurions to the true interest of both countries,
* * * and our t frontier (the Sabine) must continue
to be & receptacte for smugglers and outlaws. * * * The
present state of things is well ealculated to ereate incessant
difficulties and broils with the citizens of the adjacent parts of
Mexieo, * * * which may grow into satianul complain-
ings and heartburnings ; and perpetually foster and inflame a
spirit of jealousy, to which onr neighhorsure already so much
| inelined. * * * It is the centie of a eountry uninhabitable
| on the Gulf, and on her mountains so inaccessible and ”Por
| an to furnish no inducement for laud intercourse.. * * It
| would eanse a wide separation, and difficultics of int reourse
| between the inhabitauts of the two eountries, and prevent those
| excitemerits and bickerings invariably uced by the eonti-
! guous operation of conllicting laws, habits, and interests.”

In addition to these, T will also refer to the able speech of
| the honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr, C, 1. Ix

| pxnsors) on the annexstion resolutions in 1845. In speak-
ing of the importance of this boundary, he says :
| * The stupendous deserts between the Nueces and the Bravo
rivers are the natural boundaries between the Anglo-Saxon
snd the Mauritunian races  There ends the valley of the west ;
| there Mexico begins.  Thenee, beyond the Bravo, in the
Moorish people and their Indian assoclhutes, to whom Mexico
properly belongs ; who should not eross that vast desert if
they eould, as, on onr side, sve too ought to stop there, NRCAUSE
interminable confl.cts must gxsee either our going south or
their omidy sorth of that gigintie bouudary, WAkl '
| cherished, THAT BOUNDARY WILL BE sackED. Not till Tax
SPIRIT OF CONQUEST 1a6 ks will the people on B1TRER side mo-
lest or mix with each other : and whenever they do, one or
| the other race must be conquered, if not cxtinguished.”
| Also, to-a speech in the Senate by Mr. Bexrox on the
| Tyler treaty. Speaking of this boundary, he says :

| . ““This is the bovnlury between the United States and Mex-
| igo pointad aut by the finger of Nuture, agreed upon by emi-

nent statesmen, ss proper for Mexieo as for ourselves, and
| written down in the book of fate and the law ol nature as the
 true and permancut boundary between the two first Powers
| of the New Wonwn.  Soon or late, that boundury will be es-
I tablished,

“The Rio Grande del Norte (Great River of the North) is
| & Mexican river by position and possession, and to the Mexi-
| eans may it forever belong ! The Mississippi, and all its wa-
| ters, are ours, snd to us the dismembered purts must return.
| The country east of the Nueces, (and inclading it,) from.po-
| sition, geographieal aflinities, soil, produets, aud nataral de-
| pendence, i appurtenunt to the valley of the Mississippi, and
| mast and will go where eongruity and homogeniulity attraet
| it.  No wise man, in an age of commeree, wauls a grest river
i beyond its nataral fronticr) for a national boundury ¢ it isa
| boundary fruitful of expense, and of every ies ol eollision
| and collusion. A mountain and & desert pluin is far better |
| mnel these we have between ns and Mexioo ; and it would be
Jjust as unwise for us o project & segment or & sulient angle of
| our frontier aeross this plain and mountain into the natural

limits of Mexico, a5 it would be in her to make the same
| jeetion of a segment or angle of herselfl aeross the same m
and mountain ioto our natural dominion.”

| Unwise it woull be, beyond quéstion ; yet the President’s
ultimatum that segment or salient angle, for the pur-
of incloding New Mexieo,

Bat I will notrest here. 1 now produce an anthority which
| T nm sure gentlemen on the other side cannot dispute. It is
| no less than OM Hickory himself, and which I hope Young
| Hickory will respect and adopt.  Gen. Jackson, in his letter
| to A, V. Brown, in February, 1843, speaks of his efffis to

purchase Texas, and urges the annexation, becsuse of the
importance, in a military point of view, of obiaining the
| boundary which would then e ours. He says of that boun-
dary @

“ Which is of itsell n fortifiention, on aceount of its extens
sive barren aud uninhabitable plains.  'With sueh  barrier on
our west, we are inviitibhe. whole Earopean world eould
not, in combination against make san impression on our
Unlon, * * * PFrom lhnnaio Gramle, over land, a large
army eould not murel, or be supplied, weless from the Gulf
by water, which by vigilanoe mT always be intpreepted. *
il | %'l'n-vns} in essentinl to us, partioularly as ing
the probabilitics of future collision with foreign Powers."

Now, sir, these reasons and opinions, with the facts on
which they are based, in my judgment, furnish a conclosive
argument in favor of the boundary I have suggested. 1f you
go beyond, geography presents nothing equal to it.  But they
prove a grent deal more ; they igh an unanswerable oh.
jection to our pege g the cession of New Mexico, which
lies beyond it For the same gigantic barrier which would
l protect us from invasion would prevent us from affirding due
| protection 1o the peopls of that province. [t containe & po-
| pulation of 150,000 Mexicans, exclusive of Indians, notonly

ding, and although he is not yet seated jn the Presid
chair, yet he is still *“shaking his gory locks,” to the infinite
tetror of the President nod his whole party.

But, sir, whatever may have been the cauies of the war,
however unnecessarily or unconstitutionally it may have been
commencad, or however reprehensible may be the eonduct of
the President, we are bound, as legislators and ns statesmen, to
view our relations with Mexico an they now in fact exist,
We can neither roll back the (ide of time nor the eurrent of
evonts 3 but, with an eye single to our country’s good, deter-
mine the grave and serious question, what course, under pre-
sent eircumstances, will best promote our true honor, our real
welfare, and our national glory.

Our form of government is not adapted to a war of econ-
is far distant when it will be sane-
tirmed by the people. The country is undoubtedly weary of
this war, and every patriot's eye is seanning the fature, t dis-

o, whose capital was under | cover, if he can, where will be, the end ; and I propase to | move of malignant and fie

show that peace—an honorable peace—might bave boen ob-
tined in the recent negotintion by Mr. Trist, and I beliove
might now be obiained, if the President would limit his de-
mands to that boundary which would best promote our real

welfare.  In that negotistion Mexieo desire for pance,
She offered as indemnity, and for a jon, to code to
un sl territary north of the 37th degreo of latitade, embracing
about 300,000 square miles, and ine the Bu{ of San
Franciseo, which our Government so mach tis true,

ilar, bt hostile to us.  We should be bound to protect

‘ them ngninst Mexico and the warlike tribes of Indians around

| them,  Let us remember the doration and cost of the Florida

war, with ita blobdhound infantry,  And what have we to

| guin I' Nothing but the right of soversignty over a reluctant
Pﬂﬂp ",

i Waull ench a boundary asl propose be congistent with

{our honor ¢ for [ would make no peace in which that was not

| strictly guarded.  What does our honor require ' Supposs,

| for the eake of nrgument, llhll Mexico has insalted dnd wrong-

{ed us 1o the full extent alleged by the President. Have we

| not been fully and sstisfactorily avenged *  Have wa not con-

l quered her armies in every finld, and scized her cities and pro-

vinees at onr pleasure’  Is not our army now in posstssion

| of her eapital, and the stars and llr‘!'lﬂ floating triumphantly

over the Halle of the Montegomas ©  What more ean true

| honoe require * aurd" wir, 1o pursue it further would saver

| true honor,  Sir, if we porste it further, how shall we, or

the peaple of this eountry, be able to rapent the foarful clanse
[ in that model prayer which we are alquulrod to use ; ** Lord
| forgive s onr trespasses as we have forgiven thoss who have

trespassed againgt v "
But what satisfaction of our injured honor can be
| obtained ? Sarely not mdisfaction or Iand.  Then

pecypiary
what elee can be had 7 The glories. of the battle field are no
longer possible, bocause thore are no armies 1o be conquered.

» and |

revenge than the demands of | i
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at the cost of some fyrty millions per annum, for territory
which posterity may or may not want a century and a half
hence.  If posterity should want it, let them purchase it, and

if they cannot, they can settle upon it, and then, by a little

ledgerdemain, annex it as we have done Toxas. i
"Then, eir, if our wants and our interest do nol require more

a war, |

territory, and both forbid the acceptance of New Mexico, ||

and if our country’s honor and .}Ioril demand an immediate
peace, why not have it at once ! Mexico would llldz ac-
cept the boundary I have suggested, and a tieaty on: |
such a basis would be hailed with joy by the country. Sir, |
our people generally are not favorable to war, and in addition '}
to this, the iden of a war of conquest is attended hy a deep
and pervading consciousness of wrong, which renders them
still more desirous that this war should be ended. Then let
it cease ; let our country qnee more receive the smile and
rest on the pillow of peace, 5 A i
I have said that we have more land than we can sell in one |
hundred and fifty years, Why wage war for more ?. What |
TeVelution from destiny have ‘we that our Government will |
continue a century and a half? Heaven grant it may ; and |
I have little doubt it will, provided we cultivate that intelli- |
gence, morality, and integrity of our people, which has here-
tdlore becn regurded as our surest foundation. Bat, sir, all
history proves that war is a terrible enemy to moﬂk.knd
leads 1o a spirit of despotism ; and, if these mad
the subjugation and snnexation of all Mexico, in w the |
plans of the Execotive must ultimately result, should find
favor with the nation, it will make every patriot tremble for|
the fate of our country. History affords us many examples,!
and | implo:e gentlemen on the other side not to turn a de
ear 1o its truthful warnings. ;
Turn for a moment tp ancient Rome. This mad ambition
this spirit of conquest pervaded her councils. She sdded con-
quest lo conquest—country after country submitted to herfd
overwhelming power—but what was the result 7 The Gothe §
and the Visigoths, the Vandals and the Huns, must give the!
mournful answer. "A swarm of barbarians from that grea!
northern hive overspread the sunny plains of Italy, and all he!|
conquests, even to the classic shores of Greece, ope by o
her eagles fell—Imperial Rome berself bowed her neck to thy
conqueror—and Alaric and Attila successively swayed th
sceptre of the Cesars over that land of liberty and science |
of eloquence and song—Alaric ** the Pest of Nations,” an |
Attila ** the Seourge of God.” |
Or_turn for a moment to revolutionary France. - Napoleon|
that ““ spoiled child of victory,” and I may add of ** destiny,
rose like a meteor in the night ; he conceived himself to b
the chosen minister of Fate to extend the area of republic
institutions, and, by means of the sword, to confer on neigl
bering nations the blessings of liberty. He went forth cor
quering and to conquer. Throne after throne tottered
fe'l—kingdom sf.er kingdom was added to his conquests. Tt
Pyramids of Egypt were his, and the shores of the Baltic
knowledged his sway. But what was the end } He wou
suhject Russia also to his *“military possession.” The
habitants fled bofore him, and there was just as litile prospe
of resistance as we have now ; but when conquest was with
his grasp, he encountered an enemy whom he *¢ wot not ol
and whose wrath bis conduct had been little ealculated ¢
appease.  God, who delivered the Ammonites and Philistin{§
into the hands of Israel—God, who overwhelmed Phara
and his host in the waters of the sea, and whose fire consu:
ed the ““cities of the plain ™ , the avenger of a natio
crimes—with his chilling blast and driving snow, smote t
invading army in the moment of victory, and sent him,
had never quailed or fled before, trembling and flying into ¢
hand of his enemies, by whom be was condemned toal
gering captive life, on a lonely snd inhospitable rock, the i
of 8t. Helena. Sir, Omnigotence has hitherto shed upy
us his choicest blessings, but I would warn my country of §
danger of too far tempting his providence. !
Aund why shoull we desire to force our institutions upo
reluctant people > What has the President said on the subje
The echo of the Chairman's hammer wasthe only an
and Mr. R. resumed his seat. -

OFFICIAL.
Gexsrat Onvens,

e & % Washington, February 3, 184
“AN ACT to provide clothing for volunteers in the
» of the United States,

* Be it enacted Ly the Senate and House of Represed)
tives n{ﬂu United Stales of Americn in Congress assemby
That in lieu of the money which, under existing laws, i [
lowed to volunteers as a commutation for clothing, the P
dent be and he is hereby authorized to cause the voluntees
be furnished with clothing in kind, at the same rates,
to grades, as is provided for the troops of the regular arm

* Approved, January 26, 1848."

I. Under the provisions of the act of Congress clothing
be furnished to volunteer troops in the service of the U
States in the same manner that it is now supplied to the r A
army, and the payment of the six months advance con
fion heretofore made to companios on being mustgred intof
vice, and to individual volunteer recruits, (see * circu
Avgust 7, 1847,) will be discontinued. In lieu of the
mutation sllowance every officer in charge of clothin ’
keep an exact secount, aceording to the forms prescribe J|
the Quartermaster's Department, of every article whicll
may issue to a volunteer, and will see that the proper ch [
are made on the next mustor-roll, with the exception he || §
after mentioned, (paragraph I1V.) Any negloct of the r §
site procautigns in this respect will subiject the officer to v
ever loss may be inourred by the United States,
will be deducted out of his pay and emoluments.

I1. In settling with voluntears for elothing charged of
muster-rolls as above, the settlement, for simplification, w
made by the paymaster on the basis of an sllowance to
Bf two dollars and fifty cents month, which 18 abey
monthly age to a soldier in Mhe reg srmy during
term of his enlistment. ‘The price of each article of clo
must be charged at the rates fixed in general orders ; «
any volunteer has drawn less than his allowance, he w'
paid the difference s if he has overdrawn the excess mu
refunded.

I In exses where voluntoers have already received 11
months adyance commutation, theyare not, of course, er
to clothing in kind in addition ; and any articles that m
issued in kind during the time for which they bave hee:
the commutation. allowance, must be stopped against the
the muster-rolls. |

IV. The firet jssue of clothing to volunteer compan l

Wan DeranruesT,
Avsvraxt Gexenar's Orrics,

being mustered into serviee, and 10 individual tolunteers
enrolled to fill vacancios, shall be restricted o ono forng
one woollen jacket, one pair :‘ w:l’hn nmll':,.::':
one pair of boots, lwo pairs of stockings, one i
m&:nbluhuoonhu lmlullumoflhmlﬂitld
ceeds the two mooths’ commutation money, the settlem |
account of clothing in such cases will be made, not on t1] |
liut on the seeond subsequent periodical muster.rol |
lunteer meanwhile receiving no portion of his elothing
V. Ki s, haversacks, and canteens will be
volunteers as they are now issued to the regular srmy, «
counted for in the same manner.  Thesa articles will o
Wtolhvanrwheu lost or rendered unserv {
by his own neglact. i
VI. Colonels of volunteer regiments will give full ar
cise instractions to company commanders for carrying
foregoing directions ; and like instructions will be fm |
to volunteer officers on the recruiting service by their |
tive superintendents, |
VII. Commanders of volunteer regiments in the fig -
lose no time in forwarding to the Quartermaster
W ashington, special estimates for a ¢ix months’ supply
ing for their regiments ; and similar requisitions will
through the Adjutant General's Office, by the several
tendents of the volunteer rocruiting service for the
clothing necersary for the efficient prosceution of the
ing oprrations «¥ith which they are Md.'a :M

!
ing aceountability, and also for a sugply of the '
fmmmnnkdt‘umkh- | |

VIIL The Quartermaster’s Department will take ] |
to the general depot at N‘lolvl,tlﬂ*p‘.ﬂl. )
muy be designated by the Major General Commar |
chiel, By order: o g

R. JONES, A Gdi'
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